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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

Richard H. Anderson 
Chief Executive Officer 
Delta Air Lines, Inc.  

With nearly 20 years of aviation experience, Richard Anderson 
became Chief Executive Officer of Delta Air Lines in September 
2007.  His aviation career began in Houston at Continental 
Airlines where he served as Staff Vice President and Deputy 
General Counsel.  In 1990, Mr. Anderson began a 14-year 
career at Northwest Airlines, where he served in several 
capacities, including Senior Vice President of Technical 
Operations, Chief Operating Officer and ultimately Chief 
Executive Officer from 2001-2004.  A native of Galveston, Mr. 
Anderson was Executive Vice President of UnitedHealth Group, 
and President of Commercial Markets prior to joining Delta. 

Timothy B. Arends 
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 343-2165 
E: arends.timothy@dorsey.com 

Timothy Arends is a Partner in Minneapolis and chair of the 
Benefits and Compensation Group.  Mr. Arends practices in the 
area of the design, formation, IRS qualification, administration, 
merger and termination of employee retirement, health, welfare 
and executive compensation plans.  He devotes a substantial 
portion of practice to evaluating the effect of employee benefit 
programs on mergers, acquisitions, reorganizations, corporate 
financing and similar transactions. 

Nicholas Burkill 
Partner, London 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: +44 (0)20 7588 0800 
E: burkill.nick@dorsey.com 
 

Nicholas Burkill is a Partner and co-head of the London Trial 
Group.  He regularly advises clients on issues arising out of the 
prevention and detection of fraud, corruption and other dishonest 
acts.  He represents clients in English proceedings arising from 
these issues and assists with proceedings outside England.  Mr. 
Burkill founded the Anti-Fraud Network to assist clients address 
the global nature of fraud and corruption by linking specialists 
from around the world.  Mr. Burkill served for six years until 2008 
on the committee responsible for making rules of the English 
High Court and is currently assisting that committee in updating 
the English Court’s e-disclosure requirements. 
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Peter W. Carter  
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 340-5635 
E: carter.peter@dorsey.com 

Peter Carter is a Partner in the Minneapolis Trial Group and a 
business litigator who specializes in the area of securities 
litigation and other legal disputes involving public companies. He 
has successfully defended many public companies and their 
officers and directors in securities class actions and other 
shareholder actions.  He also regularly represents companies 
and individuals before the SEC and other regulatory agencies 
and in lawsuits challenging mergers and acquisitions and other 
corporate actions alleging breach of fiduciary duties. Mr. Carter 
has significant trial and appellate experience including the 
successful defense of a dissenters' rights action involving an 
activist public pension plan and experience in U.S. Tax Court.  

Zachary W. Carter  
Partner, New York 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (212) 415-9345 
E: carter.zachary@dorsey.com 

Zachary Carter is a Partner and head of the New York Trial 
Group.  He practices in the areas of white collar criminal defense 
and civil fraud litigation, complex commercial litigation, securities 
class action litigation, and products liability litigation and advises 
clients on corporate governance and compliance.  As United 
States Attorney for the Eastern District of New York from 1993 to 
1999, Mr. Carter was noted for numerous prosecutions of 
national significance. He also served as a Magistrate Judge for 
the United States District Court for the Eastern District of New 
York and a Judge of the Criminal Court of the City of New York.  
Mr. Carter is Chairman of the New York City Mayor's Committee 
on Judicial Selection and a member of the Board of Trustees of 
the New York University School of Law. Mr. Carter serves on the 
Board of Directors of Marsh & McLennan and chairs its 
Compliance Committee.   

Douglas R. Christensen  
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 340-8875 
E: christensen.doug@dorsey.com 

Douglas Christensen is a Partner in the Minneapolis Labor and 
Employment Law Group, where he has practiced since 1988. His 
practice encompasses all areas of labor and employment law as 
a management advocate for a diverse range of corporations – 
public and private, large and small.  Mr. Christensen provides 
tactical counseling to clients in connection with the strategic 
handling of human resources issues, all with an eye toward 
avoiding litigation. He provides problem solving and crisis 
management skills. Among other things, he coordinates 
workplace training, conducts and oversees workplace 
investigations, negotiates and drafts employment, restrictive 
covenant, and separation agreements, formulates and drafts 
employment policies and manuals, advises on wage and hour 
compliance issues, advises on discipline and discharge issues 
including sensitive termination matters, and advises on 
reductions in force. He also has extensive experience advising 
management on traditional labor law issues, including 
responding to union organizing attempts, collective bargaining 
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agreement negotiation and administration, and strike prevention 
and planning, picket lines, and corporate campaigns. Mr. 
Christensen also is regularly involved in reorganizations, 
acquisitions, mergers, and sales of corporations and assets to 
identify and resolve labor and human resources issues and 
concerns. When litigation or other contested proceedings are 
unavoidable, he is deeply experienced in handling a wide range 
of labor and employment-related disputes before federal and 
state trial and appellate courts, federal, state, and local 
administrative agencies, and arbitrators, including collective and 
class actions. 

Michael C. Connelly 
Vice President and General Counsel  
Xcel Energy Inc. 
 

Michael Connelly is Vice President and General Counsel of Xcel 
Energy Inc.  He leads the Office of the General Counsel, which 
includes legal and claims services.  Before being named Vice 
President and General Counsel in 2007, Mr. Connelly was Vice 
President of Human Resources. He has been employed by Xcel 
Energy Inc. or its predecessor since 1990.  He currently serves 
on the board of directors for Twin Cities Housing Development 
Corporation, The Friends of the Saint Paul Public Library, the 
Greater Twin Cities United Way and the Colorado Campaign for 
Inclusive Excellence. 

Ross C. D’Emanuele 
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 343-2161 
E: d.emanuele.ross@dorsey.com 

Ross D’Emanuele is a Partner in the Minneapolis Health Group 
and Chair of the Life Sciences and Health Care Group.  He 
counsels a wide variety of public, private, nonprofit and for-profit 
entities in the health care field, with specific emphasis on health 
care fraud and abuse, credentialing and medical and pharmacy 
practice act matters, food and drug law, and privacy regulation, 
including Medicare/Medicaid and private payor reimbursement, 
corporate compliance programs, drug and medical device 
approval and post-market regulatory matters, and technology 
transfer and clinical trials.   

Richard K. Davis 
Chairman, President and Chief 
Executive Officer 
U.S. Bancorp 

Richard Davis is Chairman, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of U.S. Bancorp.  He has served as Chairman since 
December 2007, as President since October 2004 and as Chief 
Executive Officer since December 2006. He also served as Chief 
Operating Officer of U.S. Bancorp from October 2004 until 
December 2006. From the time of the merger of Firstar 
Corporation and U.S. Bancorp in February 2001 until October 
2004, Mr. Davis served as Vice Chairman of U.S. Bancorp. From 
the time of the merger, Mr. Davis was responsible for Consumer 
Banking, including Retail Payment Solutions (card services), and 
he assumed additional responsibility for Commercial Banking in 
2003. Mr.Davis has held management positions with the 
company since joining Star Banc Corporation, one of its 
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predecessors, in 1993 as Executive Vice President. Mr. Davis 
also serves as a director of Xcel Energy Inc.  U.S. Bancorp, with 
$266 billion in assets, is the parent company of U.S. Bank, the 
sixth largest commercial bank in the United States. 

Barry D. Glazer 
Partner, London 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: 44 (0)20 7826 4508 
E: glazer.barry@dorsey.com 

Barry Glazer is a Partner and co-head of the London 
Transactions Group. Mr. Glazer practices in the area of 
international corporate and commercial transactions, particularly 
in connection with European operations, including advice on U.S. 
and foreign aspects of establishment of European operations 
and distribution, acquisitions and joint ventures, licensing, 
employment matters and EU competition and regulatory issues, 
including data protection issues. 

Todd G. Hartman 
Vice President, Associate General 
Counsel and Chief Compliance Officer 
Best Buy Co., Inc. 
 

Todd Hartman is Vice President, Associate General Counsel and 
Chief Compliance officer for Best Buy Co., Inc., a multinational 
retailer of technology and entertainment products and services. 
Mr. Hartman oversees the company’s compliance functions in 
the areas of corporate law, securities regulation, Sarbanes-
Oxley, consumer protection and customer privacy. He also has 
responsibility for the legal support of the company’s merger, 
acquisition, joint venture and corporate finance activities.  Mr. 
Hartman provides key legal and strategic counsel to Best Buy, 
especially as the company introduces a new generation of 
leadership as part of the Sarbanes-Oxley business environment. 
In his role, Mr. Hartman has played an instrumental role in 
building the compliance program for Best Buy, advancing the 
Best Buy Mobile joint venture, completing the acquisition of 
Speakeasy, Inc., completing the company’s recent $3 billion 
accelerated stock repurchase and managing the company’s 
strategic alliances with Microsoft and Virgin Mobile.  Prior to 
joining Best Buy, Mr. Hartman was a partner at the national law 
firm of Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P. where he served a 
wide array of business clients, including Fortune 100 companies 
and entrepreneurial startups. Before joining Robins, Kaplan, 
Miller & Ciresi L.L.P., Mr. Hartman was a member of the 
Telecommunications Group in the Washington, DC office of 
Willkie Farr & Gallagher, where he served as a regulatory and 
business counsel to some of the nation’s largest 
telecommunications and e-commerce companies. Mr. Hartman 
is as an adjunct professor in the Masters of Business 
Communication program at the University of St. Thomas and has 
published numerous articles on topics related to the regulation of 
modern telecommunications and electronic commerce. In 2001, 
Mr. Hartman was honored as one of the top 40 business figures 
in Minneapolis-St. Paul under the age of 40 by City Business 
magazine.  A Minnesota native, Mr. Hartman earned his juris 
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doctor degree, cum laude, from Harvard Law School and his 
bachelor’s degree, with highest distinction, from Northwestern 
University. Outside of work, Mr. Hartman is an active community 
member, serving on the board of directors for the Pillsbury 
United Communities and Illusion Theater. In his spare time, he 
also enjoys theater and studying history.   

Richard B. Hirst 
Senior Vice President - General 
Counsel 
Delta Air Lines, Inc. 
 

Richard “Ben” Hirst is Senior Vice President-General Counsel of 
Delta Air Lines, where he also serves as a member of the 
company's Corporate Leadership Team. Mr. Hirst joined Delta 
from Northwest Airlines, where, as Senior Vice President-
Corporate Affairs and General Counsel, he was responsible for 
the company’s external and internal communications as well as 
its legal affairs.  He first came to Northwest Airlines in 1990 as 
Senior Vice President-General Counsel and in 1994 assumed 
the post of Senior Vice President-Corporate Affairs which he 
held until he resigned in 1999.  After leaving Northwest in 1999, 
Mr. Hirst was General Counsel of the Minnesota Twins, 
Executive VP and General Counsel of Burger King Corporation 
and Executive VP and Chief Legal Officer of KB Home.  From 
1986 to 1990 Mr. Hirst was Vice President-General Counsel and 
Secretary at Continental Airlines.  Before joining Continental in 
1983, he was an associate professor of law at the University of 
Puget Sound Law School, Tacoma, Washington and, during the 
deregulation of the airline industry, was Assistant to the Director 
of International and Domestic Aviation for the Civil Aeronautics 
Board.  In his early career, he was in private law practice in 
Vermont and served as a law clerk in U.S. District Court in 
Vermont.   

Joan D. Humes 
General Counsel of the Public and 
Senior Markets Group 
UnitedHealth Group Incorporated 

Joan Humes is General Counsel of the Public and Senior 
Markets Group, UnitedHealth Group Incorporated, where she 
manages the legal teams for AmeriChoice, Ovations and 
UnitedHealth Military and Veterans Services.  Ovations is the 
largest business in the nation dedicated to meeting the growing 
health and well-being needs of Americans age 50 and older.  
AmeriChoice facilitates and manages health care services for 
state-sponsored public and Medicaid programs and their 
beneficiaries.  UnitedHealth Military & Veterans Services was 
recently awarded the Department of Defense’s TRICARE 
Managed Care Support South Region contract to provide health 
care services for active duty and retired military service members 
and their families.  Before she joined UnitedHealth, Ms. Humes 
was an Assistant United States Attorney and Civil Chief, for the 
United States Attorneys’ Office in the District of Minnesota.  
While with the Department of Justice, Ms. Humes was awarded 
the Executive Offices of United States Attorneys’ Director’s 
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Award for Superior Performance, the Attorney General’s 
Distinguished Service Award, and the Department of Health and 
Human Services’ Inspector General’s Integrity Award.  
Ms. Humes has also served as an Adjunct Professor at the 
University of Minnesota Law School, William Mitchell College of 
Law and Hamline University School of Law. Ms. Humes is a 
1990 magna cum laude graduate of the University of Minnesota 
Law School.  She served as a law clerk for the Honorable James 
M. Rosenbaum, United States District Court for the District of 
Minnesota and a Special Assistant Attorney General at the 
Minnesota Attorney General’s Office. 

Peter S. Janzen 
Senior Vice President, General 
Counsel and Assistant Secretary 
Land O’Lakes, Inc. 

Peter Janzen is Senior Vice President, General Counsel and 
Assistant Secretary of Land O’Lakes, Inc. and serves as a 
member of the company’s senior management team.  Land 
O’Lakes, Inc. is a Fortune 250 company which does business in 
all 50 states and more than 50 countries and is a farmer-owned 
food and agricultural cooperative.  It is a leading marketer of a 
full line of dairy-based consumer, foodservice and food 
ingredient products across the United States and provides 
farmers and ranchers with an extensive line of agricultural 
supplies (feed, seed, and crop protection products) and services. 
Land O’Lakes also provides agricultural assistance and technical 
training in more than 25 developing nations. 

Annette W. Jarvis 
Partner, Salt Lake City 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (801) 933-8933 
E: jarvis.annette@dorsey.com 
 

Annette Jarvis is a Partner in the Salt Lake City Finance and 
Restructuring Group.  Ms. Jarvis has extensive experience in 
representing lenders, debtors, trustees, examiners, creditors, 
indenture trustees, foreign investors and administrators, equity 
holders, public bond holders and purchasers of assets in high 
profile Chapter 11 bankruptcy cases throughout the country.  Ms. 
Jarvis also has experience in negotiating and documenting out of 
court workouts and in handling state insurance rehabilitation and 
liquidation cases and state court receivership cases (including 
acting as a receiver).  Among other industries, she has been 
involved in restructuring businesses in the telecommunications, 
utilities, entertainment, airlines, manufacturing, pharmaceutical, 
commercial real estate and real estate development and finance 
industries. 

Kenneth L. Jorgensen 
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 492-6608 
E: jorgensen.ken@dorsey.com 

Kenneth Jorgensen is a Partner in the Minneapolis Trial Group 
and serves as the firm's Ethics Partner.  His practice focuses on 
legal ethics and loss prevention.  Prior to joining the firm Ken 
served as state court trial judge in Washington County, presiding 
over all types of cases including criminal, family, juvenile and 
civil litigation. Prior to becoming a judge, he was the Director of 
the Office of Lawyers Professional Responsibility.  During his 
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more than 20 years with the Minnesota lawyer discipline system 
he  handled thousands of ethics investigations involving lawyer 
misconduct.  He also created the Office’s telephone advisory 
opinion service, which issues ethics opinions to lawyers and 
judges.  Mr. Jorgensen is a frequent CLE lecturer and has 
written numerous articles concerning Professional Responsibility 
and Legal Ethics. He has been an adjunct faculty member at 
William Mitchell teaching Professional Responsibility and Legal 
Practicum since 1991, and received the Minnesota State Bar 
Association’s Professional Excellence Award in 2006. 

Mark J. Kalla 
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 343-7961 
E: kalla.mark@dorsey.com 

Mark Kalla is a Partner in the Minneapolis Finance and 
Restructuring Group focusing on bankruptcy and workout 
matters, corporate bond defaults, and representation of various 
entities in commercial disputes, as well as the documentation of 
asset-based loans including debtor-in-possession financing.  
Mr. Kalla also has significant experience in advising commercial 
clients in all aspects of bankruptcy. In addition to lenders, his 
clients have included municipalities, railroads, and various 
business organizations. A former bankruptcy clerk to the 
Honorable Dennis D. O’Brien, Mr. Kalla has been involved in 
most local significant bankruptcies in Minnesota and many large 
national bankruptcies, appearing regularly in Delaware, New 
York, Texas, Illinois, California and other venues in the past 25 
years. 

Mark R. Kaster 
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 340-7815 
E: kaster.mark@dorsey.com 
 

Mark Kaster is a Partner in the Minneapolis Regulatory Affairs 
Group.  Mr. Kaster's practice emphasizes administrative law 
issues in complex cases involving consumer products, product 
safety, workplace safety and environmental liabilities.  Mr. Kaster 
has national expertise in handling product safety matters, 
product recalls, occupational health and safety compliance, risk 
management, California Proposition 65, TSCA regulations, 
Lacey Act controls, due diligence reviews and compliance 
auditing.  His practice includes representation before federal and 
state agencies, including the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, the Food and Drug Administration, the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration and the 
Environmental Protection Agency.  Mr. Kaster's clients include 
Fortune 500 companies for whom he regularly advises on risk 
management, product recalls and environmental, health and 
safety matters.  Mr. Kaster has recently published articles for 
Law 360 and LJN’s Product Liability Law and Strategy on current 
consumer product regulations and he started the Dorsey blog 
site http://www.consumerproductslaw.com/ which provides 
information on product safety and product liability. 
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Thomas O. Kelly, III 
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 492-6029 
E: kelly.tom@dorsey.com 
 

Thomas Kelly is a Partner in the Minneapolis Finance & 
Restructuring Group, focusing on representing creditors in 
bankruptcy and out-of-court restructurings. Prior to his return to 
law practice in 2008, Mr. Kelly was the Senior Credit Officer for 
Default Management for GMAC-RFC’s warehouse lending and 
correspondent loan purchase businesses. Mr. Kelly also has 
extensive experience in commercial finance and mortgage 
finance, including leveraged acquisitions, mortgage warehouse 
lending, other forms of asset-based financings, structuring and 
negotiating the terms of multi-layer business financings, and 
other credit-related transactions. 

Robert F. Kleiber 
Marketing Manager, Communications 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 492-5315 
E: kleiber.bob@dorsey.com 

Robert Kleiber is Marketing Communications Manager for 
Dorsey.  Mr. Kleiber spent 14 years in investor and corporate 
communications with Twin Cities companies including Digital 
River, Inc., Retek, Inc., Bemis Company, and National Computer 
Systems, Inc.  Prior to that, he was an equities research analyst 
for Piper Jaffray covering software and technology companies.  
He has experience with crisis communications involving 
announcement of earnings shortfalls, SEC investigations, 
shareholder lawsuits and alleged corporate fraud.  Mr. Kleiber 
has an MBA from Northwestern University with concentrations in 
marketing and finance. 

Jocelyn Knoll 
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 492-6622 
E: knoll.jocelyn@dorsey.com 

Jocelyn Knoll is a Partner in the Minneapolis Construction and 
Design Law and Insurance Law Groups and Co-Chair of the 
Construction and Design Group. She has extensive experience 
in construction law, representing all participants in the 
construction industry in a wide variety of negotiation, mediation, 
arbitration, litigation, insurance, and business related matters.  
Ms. Knoll is the co-author of the Minnesota chapter of a multi-
volume construction law treatise titled: A State-by-State Analysis 
of Current Legal Issues Affecting Architects, Engineers, 
Contractors, and Owners (From a Contracting and Claims 
Perspective). 

Matthew J. Knopf  
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 340-5603 
E: knopf.matthew@dorsey.com 

Matthew Knopf is a Partner in the Minneapolis Corporate Group 
and currently serves as chair of the M&A Group and its Private 
Equity Group.  He concentrates in the areas of mergers and 
acquisitions involving publicly and privately held companies, 
private equity acquisition and divestiture transactions, and 
complex corporate restructurings. Mr. Knopf has extensive 
experience advising public and private companies, boards of 
directors and special committees regarding fiduciary duty, 
disclosure and corporate governance issues, and audit 
committees regarding accounting restatements and SEC 
investigations. Mr. Knopf is named as one of “America’s Leading 
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Business Lawyers” by Chambers USA and as a Minnesota 
Super Lawyer. He serves on the Association for Corporate 
Growth, Minnesota Chapter, Board of Directors and the Board of 
Directors of the Minnetonka Center for the Arts. 

Melissa J. Krasnow 
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 492-6106 
E: krasnow.melissa@dorsey.com 
 

Melissa Krasnow is a Partner in the Minneapolis Corporate 
Group who specializes in compliance and governance work. She 
works with clients on privacy law compliance assessments, 
designing and implementing compliance programs and policies 
and investigating data security breaches (internally and in the 
context of litigation), including public relations and SEC 
disclosure. Ms. Krasnow also advises clients on privacy law 
considerations in corporate governance matters, mergers and 
acquisitions and commercial transactions and agreements. In 
addition, she advises public companies about reporting 
requirements under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, 
corporate governance matters and executive compensation 
matters. 

Christine A. Kucera-Kalla 
Vice President and Associate Group 
General Counsel 
The Travelers Companies, Inc. 

Christine Kalla is a Vice President, Associate Group General 
Counsel, at Travelers.  Travelers is a Fortune 100 company and 
is the third-largest writer of commercial U.S. property casualty 
insurance and the second-largest writer of auto and homeowners 
insurance through independent agents.  Travelers has 
representatives in every U.S. state, Canada, Ireland and the U.K.  
Ms. Kalla is responsible for managing the legal employment law 
function and all internal and external investigations, in addition to 
managing some of the company’s major corporate litigation.  
Prior to joining Travelers in 1997, she practiced at Oppenheimer 
Wolff and Donnelly.  Ms. Kalla is a 1994 summa cum laude 
graduate of William Mitchell College.   
 

Jerry Lombardo 
Global Funding & Liquidity Executive 
GMAC Financial Services 

Jerry Lombardo was named the Global Funding & Liquidity 
Executive of GMAC Financial Services in January 2009.  n this 
role, he oversees all GMAC funding and liquidity management 
and decisioning. Specifically, his responsibilities cover the global 
funding desk operations, liquidity forecasting and banking 
relationships. He will also continue to oversee all structuring and 
collateral management functions for the mortgage business 
(ResCap) until a full transition of these functions is complete. 
Jerry joined GMAC in July 2008 as the Treasury Executive of 
ResCap overseeing all aspects of ResCap’s global treasury 
organization.   
 
Prior to joining GMAC, Mr. Lombardo worked for Cerberus 
Capital Management as a finance executive from March 2007 
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through July 2008. Prior to Cerberus, Mr. Lombardo spent 15 
years advising boards, management teams and creditors of 
financial troubled companies. During these 15 years, he held 
various senior management positions including CFO and 
treasurer and acted as an advisor as he worked to turn around 
financially troubled companies across a vast array of industries. 
Mr. Lombardo began is career in 1992 as an accountant / auditor 
with Deloitte & Touche. Mr. Lombardo also is a licensed CPA in 
the State of New Jersey. 

Roger J. Magnuson 
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 340-2738 
E: magnuson.roger@dorsey.com 

Roger Magnuson is a Partner in the Minneapolis Trial Group and 
head of the National Strategic Litigation Group.  Mr. Magnuson 
represents domestic and international clients in high-profile 
litigation, spanning a wide variety of substantive areas, including 
class actions, compliance/investigations/ white collar crime, 
antitrust, securities/shareholder cases, and First Amendment 
litigation. 

Lisa M. Marchese 
Partner, Seattle 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (206) 903-2379 
E: marchese.lisa@dorsey.com 

Lisa Marchese is a Partner, head of the Seattle Trial Group, is 
the Seattle Diversity Partner and serves on Dorsey's firm wide 
Electronic Discovery and Recruiting Committees.  Her litigation 
practice emphasizes trial of complex cases involving product 
liability, contract disputes, construction claims, and white-collar 
criminal defense. Ms. Marchese also serves as National 
Coordinating Counsel for a firm client involved in product liability 
litigation throughout the United States. In her career to date, she 
has tried to verdict over 100 jury trials in state and federal court 
combined. Ms. Marchese is also experienced before arbitration 
panels, government boards and other tribunals throughout the 
Western United States.   

John Marsalek 
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 492-6115 
E: marsalek.john@dorsey.com 
 

John Marsalek is a Partner in the Minneapolis Corporate Group 
and engages in a general corporate practice with an emphasis 
on corporate transactions, including private and public mergers 
and acquisitions, stock purchases and asset purchases.  Mr. 
Marsalek also represents private equity firms with respect to their 
acquisition and disposition of portfolio companies.  In addition, 
Mr. Marsalek assists clients in venture capital financings, 
provides general corporate counseling, and drafts and negotiates 
general commercial contracts.   

William Michael, Jr.  
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 492-6753 
E: michael.william@dorsey.com 

William Michael is a Partner in the Minneapolis Trial Group and 
co-chair of the White Collar Crime and Civil Fraud Group.  He is 
an experienced trial attorney with more than 100 jury trials, 
focusing in the areas of white collar and regulatory defense, civil 
and criminal health care fraud, and complex internal 
investigations. Mr. Michael represents both individuals and 
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corporations in these matters, including health care, securities, 
fraud, Sarbanes-Oxley and SEC compliance, tax, Qui Tams, 
money laundering, antitrust and environmental matters. 

Richard J. Mikos 
Executive Vice President and Division 
Head of Special Assets Group 
U.S. Bank National Association 

Richard “Dick” Mikos is Executive Vice President and Division 
Head of U.S. Bank’s Special Assets Group.  Mr. Mikos joined 
First Bank in 1986 upon graduation from Saint John’s University 
and held a variety of roles in the Credit Administration 
Department before joining the Special Assets Group in 1991.  
Mr. Mikos earned his M.B.A. from St. Thomas University in 1991.

Lee R. Mitau  
Executive Vice President, General 
Counsel and Corporate Secretary 
U.S. Bancorp 

Lee Mitau is Executive Vice President, General Counsel and 
Corporate Secretary of U.S. Bancorp, where he also serves as a 
member of the company's Managing Committee. Before joining 
U.S. Bancorp, Mr. Mitau was a Partner of Dorsey & Whitney, 
where he was Chairman of the Corporate Department and a 
member of the firm's governing committee. Mr. Mitau is currently 
a member of the Board of Directors of Graco Inc. and H.B. Fuller 
Company. He serves as Chairman of the Board of both 
companies.  U.S. Bancorp, with $266 billion in assets, is the 
parent company of U.S. Bank, the sixth largest commercial bank 
in the United States. 

Joseph H. Otterstetter 
Assistant General Counsel 
3M Company 
 

Joseph Otterstetter is an Assistant General Counsel at 3M 
Company. He works with 3M's Industrial & Transportation 
Business and also works closely with the 3M Public Affairs 
organization and is responsible for political contributions and 
lobbying compliance. Prior to joining 3M in 1989, Mr. 
Otterstetter was an association in the Business Litigation group 
at Faegre & Benson. Mr. Otterstetter is a graduate of the 
University of Minnesota Law School. 

Carol A. Peterson 
Assistant General Counsel 
3M Company 
 

Carol Peterson is an Assistant General Counsel at 3M Company. 
She works with 3M’s Safety, Security and Protection Services 
Business, chairs the Legal Department’s Antitrust Practice 
Group, and also manages some of the company’s major 
litigation.  Prior to joining 3M, Ms. Peterson was a Partner in 
Dorsey & Whitney’s Minneapolis Trial Group.  Carol is a 
graduate of the Harvard Law School.  

Sara J. Peterson 
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 752-7326 
E: peterson.sara@dorsey.com 

Sara Peterson is a Partner in the Minneapolis Regulatory Affairs 
Group. She represents and counsels clients in complex 
negotiations, administrative actions and enforcement 
proceedings related to soil and groundwater cleanup, hazardous 
and solid waste, wastewater discharge, occupational safety and 
health, and other environmental and regulatory issues.  
Ms. Peterson also counsels clients on identifying and addressing 
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environmental risk in mergers, acquisitions, and other 
transactions, and in the remediation and redevelopment of 
contaminated property.  She represents private companies and 
public entities in drafting and negotiating federal, state and local 
procurement documents and counsels clients on compliance 
with related legal and regulatory requirements. 

Kashif Rashid 
Associate General Counsel  
St. Jude Medical, Inc. 

Kashif Rashid is currently Associate General Counsel for St. 
Jude Medical, Inc., a medical device company based in St. Paul, 
Minnesota.  In this role, Mr. Rashid is responsible for managing 
and overseeing all legal aspects of the company’s M&A activity 
and SEC compliance and reporting obligations.  Prior to joining 
St. Jude Medical, Mr. Rashid served in a number of legal roles 
with GE Healthcare, most recently serving as Senior Legal 
Counsel for its Diagnostic Imaging business.  Mr. Rashid began 
his career at the law firm Kaye Scholer, LLP, where he focused 
his practice on corporate transactions, including mergers and 
acquisitions, private equity and venture capital investments, 
equity and debt offerings, and on general corporate matters, 
including governance and securities laws compliance.  
Mr. Rashid received his B.B.A. in Finance from the George 
Washington University in 1995 and his J.D. from the Georgetown 
University Law Center in 1998. 

Eric Lopez Schnabel 
Partner 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (302) 425-7162 
P: (212) 415-9368 
E: schnabel.eric@dorsey.com 
 

Eric Lopez Schnabel is a Partner in the Finance and 
Restructuring Group residing in the New York and Wilmington 
offices. He regularly represents a variety of constituents, 
including both public and non-public companies, throughout 
many stages of work-out, pre-bankruptcy planning and the 
Chapter 11 reorganization or liquidation process. He is counsel 
to significant creditors, official committees and lenders in 
bankruptcies and out-of-court restructurings. Mr. Schnabel 
represents sellers and buyers of a variety of assets in and 
outside of bankruptcy, including operating companies, real 
estate, fixed assets and distressed debt. He also counsels on the 
structure, negotiation, documentation and closing of a variety of 
transactions, in distressed and healthy situations, relating to the 
operational and strategic goals of his business clients. 

Peter W. Sipkins 
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 343-7903 
E: sipkins.peter@dorsey.com 

Peter Sipkins is a Partner in the Trial Group and co-chair of the 
Products Liability practice group.  He practices in the areas of 
products liability, computer and software litigation, and other 
complex civil litigation. Mr. Sipkins has served as Chair of the 
Litigation Section Governing Council of the Minnesota State Bar 
Association. 
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William R. Stoeri  
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 343-7942 
E: stoeri.bill@dorsey.com 

William Stoeri is a Partner in the Minneapolis Trial Group and 
head of the Health Litigation Group.  Mr. Stoeri’s general 
business litigation practice covers a variety of commercial 
disputes and complex multi-party matters, including products 
liability cases, medical malpractice defense, and trade secret 
cases.  

Thomas P. Swigert  
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 492-5677 
E: swigert.tom@dorsey.com 

Thomas Swigert is a Partner in the Trial Group.  He represents 
clients who are parties to complex securities and financial related 
disputes as well as clients who are the subject of investigations 
by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission and other 
regulatory agencies.  Mr. Swigert has served as trial counsel in 
class actions brought under the federal and state securities laws, 
ERISA, and state consumer protection statutes.  He also 
represents international clients in connection with cross-border 
securities investigations and Foreign Corrupt Practices Act 
investigations.  Mr. Swigert's expertise includes securities fraud, 
insider trading, officer and director liability, broker-dealer 
disputes, shareholder and private equity disputes, dissenters' 
rights, lender liability, accounting malpractice, mortgage broker 
claims, deceptive trade practice claims, and commercial contract 
disputes.  Mr. Swigert has a national practice, and he has tried 
cases in state and federal courts, including bankruptcy adversary 
proceedings, as well as before FINRA arbitration panels. 

Ann E. Tobin 
Senior Privacy Counsel  
UnitedHealth Group Incorporated 

Ann Tobin is Senior Privacy Counsel, UnitedHealth Group 
Incorporated.  UnitedHealth Group is a diversified health and 
well-being company serving more than 70 million individuals 
nationwide.  Ms. Tobin provides legal support on a full range of 
privacy and security matters to the UHG Privacy Office and its 
Chief Privacy Officer.  From May 2005, when she joined UHG, 
until October 2008, when she became Senior Privacy Counsel, 
she was a member of UHG’s Public & Senior Markets Group 
Legal Team – serving as lead attorney for the Medicare Part D 
Prescription Drug Benefit Business and then as Senior Deputy 
General Counsel, PSMG.  From 2000-2005, Ms. Tobin was 
Senior Legal Counsel for Medtronic, Inc., first as a member of its 
Cardiac Rhythm Management Legal Team and then with its 
Legal Regulatory and Compliance Group, working in the areas of 
FDA regulation and privacy.  In 2003, she co-led the team 
responsible for a successful implementation of HIPAA data 
privacy requirements into Medtronic’s U.S. businesses.  Ms. 
Tobin has represented and worked for a variety of other health 
care organizations, including Vida HealthCare, a start-up cancer 
disease management and information company, Diversified 
Pharmaceutical Services, a pharmacy benefit management 
company now owned by Express Scripts, Inc., and PARTNERS 
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National Health Plans, a managed care organization now owned 
by Aetna.  She began her legal practice as Associate Attorney 
with Doherty, Rumble and Butler Professional Association in 
1981.  Ms. Tobin received her Juris Doctor from Northwestern 
University School of Law, cum laude, in 1981, her Masters of 
Arts in Teaching from Duke University in 1976, and her Bachelor 
of Arts, with honors in economics, from Oberlin College in 1975.  

Bryn R. Vaaler 
Partner, Minneapolis 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
P: (612) 343-8216  
E: vaaler.bryn@dorsey.com 

Bryn Vaaler is a Partner in the Corporate Group and serves as 
the firm's Professional Services Partner, overseeing and 
directing business and professional development.  Mr. Vaaler 
was professor of law at the University of Mississippi Law School 
for 11 years, teaching contracts, corporations, corporate finance 
law and securities regulation.  He served on the ABA Committee 
on Corporate Laws from 2000 to 2006 and is the author of 
numerous articles on corporate and securities law and on legal 
pedagogy and professional development. 

Peter H. Walsh 
Senior Deputy General Counsel and 
Chief Litigation Officer 
UnitedHealth Group Incorporated  

Peter Walsh is Senior Deputy General Counsel and Chief 
Litigation Officer at UnitedHealth Group Incorporated, a Fortune 
25 company, where he is responsible for overseeing litigation 
across the enterprise and managing outside counsel 
relationships. Previously, Mr. Walsh was corporate fraud and 
white collar prosecutor with the U.S. Attorney's Office in 
Colorado, where he was involved in a variety of high profile 
securities and economic crimes investigations, including the 
successful prosecution of former Qwest CEO Joe Nacchio and 
other Qwest executives. Prior to working for the Department of 
Justice, Mr. Walsh was a commercial litigator in the Denver 
office of international law firm Hogan & Hartson. Mr. Walsh 
earned his B.A. degree from Middlebury College and his J.D. 
degree from Harvard Law School.  UnitedHealth Group is a 
diversified health and well-being company dedicated to making 
health care work better. Headquartered in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, UnitedHealth Group offers a broad spectrum of 
products and services through six operating businesses: 
UnitedHealthcare, Ovations, Americhoice, OptumHealth, Ingenix 
and Prescription Solutions. Through its family of businesses, 
UnitedHealth Group serves more than 70 million individuals 
nationwide. 
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Karen E. Wilson Thissen 
Senior Vice President and Assistant 
General Counsel 
Ameriprise Financial, Inc.  

Karen Wilson Thissen is Senior Vice President and Assistant 
General Counsel at Ameriprise Financial. She oversees a 
number of legal functions, including management of litigation and 
regulatory matters. Ms. Thissen joined Ameriprise in 2004. Prior 
to joining Ameriprise, she was a Partner at Faegre & Benson, 
specializing in Securities Litigation. 

 


